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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

1 .(currently amended): A packet processing device for processing packets, comprising; 
a plurality of packet processors each including packet input means to which a 
packet is input, internal information handover means for banding over internal information of-the 
corresponding packet proc e ssor transmitted from a prec edipg-stage packet processor, and also 
transmitting the internal information of its corresponding proc essor to a succeeding-staee packet 
processor, wherein the internal information is nut parameters which are generated by converting 
tfre imemal status, but denotes information directly indicative of the in fernal execution status of 
the packet processor, packet computing means for computing the input packet in accordance with 
the internal information, and packet output means for outputting the computed packet; and 
a communication line connecting said packet processors in series. 

2, (original): The packet processing device according to claim I, wherein said internal 
information handover means hands over a value of a status flag as the internal information. 

3, (original): The packet processing device according to claim 1, wherein said internal 
information handover means hands over, as the internal information, address information of a 
program bank storing a packet processing program. 

4, (origiual): The packet processing device according to claim i, wherein said internal 
information handover means hands over, as the internal information, a computation result stored 
in a local register. 
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5. (original): The packet processing device according to claim I, wherein said internal 
information handover means sets handover timing for the internal information. 

6. (original): The packet processing device according to claim 1, wherein said internal 
information handover means selectively hands over the internal information. 

7. (currently amended): A packet processor for processing packets, comprising: 

packet input means to which a packet is input; 

internal information handover means for handing over internal information of th e 
p a okot p r oc e ssor transmitted from a preceding-stage packet processor, and also transmitting the 
internal information of its corresponding processor to a siy:ceeding-stage packet processor: 

wherein the internal information is t\q\ parameters which are generated by 
converting the genial status, but denotes information directly jnfficative of the internal 
execution status of the pacfrief processor : 

packet computing means for computing the input packet in accordance with the 
internal information; and 

packet output means for outputting the computed packet. 
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